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Université d’été Trajetvi sur les violences 

conjugales et les violences faites aux femmes

Entre éthique et vulnérabilité : une analyse 

sensible aux questions du genre et à la 

trajectoire migratoire de pratiques 

traditionnelles telles que l’excision et 

l’infibulation 

Université d’été Trajetvi sur les violences 

conjugales et les violences faites aux femmes

Les enjeux d’une pratique de soins de qualité : à l’intersection de la 

mondialisation et des parcours d’immigration

 Décrire la contribution des déterminants sociaux de la santé dans l’accès à 

des services et des soins de qualité;

 Discuter des contours de droit et d’éthique par l’éclairage des responsabilités 

professionnelles en ce qui concerne l’accès à des services et des soins de 

qualité;

 S’ajuster à la complexité des situations au gré d’un monde en mutation de 

part et d’autre d’une relation clinique en prenant en compte la diversité des 

approches et des stratégies.

In the coming decade…our lives will be even more intensely
shaped by transformative forces that are under way already.

The effects of climate change are accelerating and the uncertainty
about the global geopolitical context and the effects it will have on
international collaboration will remain.

At the same time, societies are increasingly under pressure from
economic, political and social development including rising
income and health inequality…

(Klaus Schwab, CEO of the World Economic Forum, 2015)

Quels sont, pour les professionnels de la santé, les enjeux 
soulevés  en contexte de diversités culturelle et linguistique 
s’agissant de situations et trajectoires complexes ?

Enjeu clinique dans un contexte pluriethnique 

 Devoir de personnalisation du soin? 

Enjeu clinique et communication 

 Quel type de stratégie permettra au soignant de remplir 
adéquatement ses obligations professionnelles et celles liées à la loi 
SSSS?

Enjeu clinique et responsabilité 

 Qualité? Gestion des risques? 
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La Loi canadienne sur la santé

1. Universalité
2. Intégralité
3. Transférabilité
4. Accessibilité 
5. Gestion publique

La Loi Canadienne sur le Multiculturalisme
The Canadian Multiculturalisn Act 

(October 1971)

UNHCR 2015

• Année record pour les personnes déplacées 65,3 M

(24 personnes à la minute) :

• 21,3 M réfugiés: 
• 54% proviennent de Syrie, Afghanistan et Somalie

• 40,8 M déplacements internes

• 3,2 M demandeurs d’asile

Source: UNHCR, Global trends 2015

• Le Canada: un pays d’immigration 

• 20,6% de la population née hors du Canada en 2011 

12,6% au Québec 

Source: ENM2011 

Immigration et diversité ethnoculturelle au Canada

• 25 à 28 % : une projection estimée d’ici 2031 
• Malenfant et al. 2009

• Se répartit comme suit selon les continents de naissance : 

• Asie (33,5 %)

• Afrique (31,0 %), notamment le Maghreb à 14,0 %,

• Amérique (20,5%)

• Europe (14,9 %) 

• Océanie (0,1%)

http://www.immigration-

quebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/index.php

Les caractéristiques de la population des 
immigrants permanents admis au Québec en 
2014

Les caractéristiques de la population des immigrants permanents 
admis au Québec en 2011-2014

• Ils s’installent:

• Montréal 71,2%
• Montérégie 7,8%

• Laval 5,5%
• Capital-Nationale 5,2%

Réfugiés pris en charge par l’État:
- Capital Nationale 23,7%

- Estrie 15,6

- Montérégie 14,7
- Montréal 10,9

- Outaouais 9,2

http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/index.php
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Le paradoxe de l’expérience de la personne réfugiée

© All rights reserved. L.J. Kirmayer, 2016

Kirmayer, L. J. (2002). The refugee's predicament. L'Évolution Psychiatrique, 67, 724-742. 

Kirmayer, L.J. (2007) Failures of imagination: The refugee’s predicament. In: Kirmayer, L.J., 

Lemelson, R. & Barad, M. (eds.) Understanding Trauma: Integrating Biological, Clinical and 

Cultural Perspectives, (pp. 363-381). New York: Cambridge University Press.

• La migration forcée est habituellement le point culminant de situations prolongées de 

menaces, de violence, de destruction, de perte et d’incertitude

• Le parcours migratoire est caractérisé par l’incertitude et l’exposition à des traumatismes 

et à des pertes supplémentaires

• Tout au long du parcours, les réfugiés subissent une perte de pouvoir sur les différents 

aspects de leur vie

Pre-
migration

Migration
Post-

migration

Pays d’origine et prévalences

Pays de transit et expositions

Exposition rurale vs urbaine

État de santé et changements d’habitudes

Accès soins santé

Acces éducation / emploi

Structure familiale / modification / séparation / pertes

Exposition trauma / violence / maladie / instabilité

politique

raisons d’immigration / type d’immigration

...

1. Prévoit les règles applicables en matière d’adaptation des 
services aux particularités linguistiques, ethnoculturelles 
(art. 2.5 et 2.7); 

2. Définit les droits des usagers (art. 4, 8, 9,10 et 16); 

3. Définit les responsabilités des établissements quant à un 
devoir d’organisation de services tenant compte des diversités 
de leur population (art. 171).

CMAJ septembre 6, 2011, vol 183 (12)

(TV5monde)
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• Pays pratiquants d’immigration au Canada 

Source: SOGC Report  (2011)

Country Year

Estimated prevalence : girls 
and women 15-49 years

Total: no. of permanent and 
temporary residents received 

in Canada (2005-2009)

Burkina Faso 2005 72.5 1,055

Djibouti 2006 93.1 313

Egypt 2005 95.8 13,001

Eritrea 2002 88.7 2,391

Ethiopia 2005 74.3 7,437

Gambia 2005 78.3 178

Guinea 2005 95.6 1,911

Mali 2001 91.6 1,097

Mauritania 2001 71.3 272

Sierra Leone 2005 94.0 406

Somalia 2005 97.9 11,110

Sudan , northern 2000 90.0 3,752

• Pays pratiquant l’excision et l’infibulation 

Source: Progress report – An update on WHO’s work on female genital mutilation (FGM), WHO (2011)

1 China 21 Taiwan 41 Peru

2 India 22 Haiti 42 Brazil

3 Philippines 23 Viet Nam 43 Israel

4 Pakistan 24 Iraq 44 Serbia and Montenegro

5 U.S.A. 25 Jamaica 45 Syria

6 South  Korea 26 Bulgaria 46 Saudi Arabia

7 Romania 27 Germany 47 Kenya

8 Iran 28 Hong Kong 48 Venezuela

9 United Kingdom 29 Nigeria 49 Cuba

10 Colombia 30 Guyana 50 Trinidad and Tobago

11 Sri Lanka 31 Congo 51 United Arab Emirates

12 Russian Federation 32 Egypt 52 Somalia

13 France 33 Ethiopia 53 Australia

14 Mexico 34 South Africa 54 Ghana

15 Afghanistan 35 Poland 55 Netherlands

16 Algeria 36 Sudan 56 Zimbabwe

17 Ukraine 37 Turkey 57 Kazakhstan

18 Morocco 38 Argentina 58 Tunisia

19 Bangladesh 39 Japan 59 Jordan

20 Lebanon 40 Albania 60 Moldova

Source: Recensement Statistique Canada 2006, Immigration et Citoyenneté
Source: Recensement Statistique Canada 2006, Immigration et Citoyenneté

Classifications

Classification 
clinique

Classifications 
culturelles

http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=0&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=6&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=7&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=8&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=9&O=A&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=D&D1=1
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-557/T404-eng.cfm?Lang=E&T=404&GH=4&GF=1&G5=0&SC=1&RPP=100&SR=1&S=10&O=A&D1=1
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• Most debated issue :

• Female Circumcision (FC): was used in the international 
literatures until early 1980s. Also, it can be used as a verb or 
adjective to pay respect of the view of participating 
communities and circumcised women; anatomically incorrect 
and gives a misleading analogy to male circumcision

• Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): was introduced by United 
Nation (UN) in early 1990s and was used for UN declarations 
and other policy documents. 

• Female Genital Surgeries (FGS) & Female Genital Cutting 
(FGC): was introduced and used as official term for United 
State Agency for International Development (USAID) in late 
1990s;

• Traditional women’s practices / traditional health practices

• Initiation
Rogo, Subayi, & Toubia, 2007

Source : Female genital mutilation: multi-agency 

practice guidelines, HM Government, 24 

February 2011

Sexuality Education Resource Centre, Manitoba, 2011
Funded by Manitoba Healthy Living, Youth & Seniors and the Winnipeg Foundation

A human rights approach:  A question of appreciation of 
each other's strengths and capacities

• Of importance to note : women 
who practice FGC love their 

daughters

A form of gender based violence

A women-held tradition, slow to change

MUST balance human rights approach with one 
that respects women and their cultures

Photo used under Flickr Creative Commons from: urgobenz at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/47720826@N05/5020589508/sizes/m/in/photostream/
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The Ethical Challenges of Speaking About FGC

“A mother was doing FGC because she loves her child and wants to 
protect her child.  We are not ashamed of our culture – we are proud.” 

I think female circumcision is not important…In [other 

country] there are different kinds of female circumcision; 

[if] one is completed - she has to be opened in order to be 

married, if she is not opened she can’t be able to have sex.  

It is a scary thing, but I will not do that to my daughter! 

In our country if someone gives birth to a girl the 
environment influences. She must be circumcised. They 
say [(by sign)... If it is not done] it has harm and [it is done 
...] it has this and this[many] benefits for the future. 

Amnesty International: What is Female Genital Mutilation? Index Number: ACT 77/006/1997, Sept 1997. 
Photo used under Flickr Creative Commons from: Charles Fred at http://www.flickr.com/photos/charlesfred/42252717/sizes/m/in/photostream//006/1997

“The most important psychological effect on a woman who has 
survived is the feeling that she is acceptable to her society, 
having upheld the traditions of her culture and made herself 
eligible for marriage”

From: Feminist Leadership and Female Genital Mutilation in Canada: A Community Health Centre’s Advocacy and FGM Eradication 
Efforts - by Wangari Esther Tharao and Linda Cornwall

“[The] acknowledgement that western countries 
have also developed ways of abusing women, of 
violating their rights, and of exercising power over 
them, forced western women to recognize the 
universality of the oppression of women and 
allowed for a more culturally-sensitive approach to 
FGM.”

I don’t think it brings problems to labor…. 
Labor is a natural process. So this labor 
problem happens naturally. There is no link 
between circumcision and labor. 

No, I think she can’t become infertile because 
of circumcision. The fertility part of the 
woman’s body is not on the place where 
circumcision is done.

“Our Selves, Our Daughters” Reports are available 
on SERC’s website

http://www.serc.mb.ca/SP/WA/7

Selected complications

• Immediate (time of procedure)
• Pain, infections, hemorrhage, urinary retention, death

• Long term gynecologic
• dyspareunia, dysmenorrhea, chronic vaginal and bladder infections, voiding 

difficulties, fibrosis, cysts, infertility, issues with coitus

• inadequate preventive care i.e. pap smears

• sexuality issue

• Chronic vulvidinia (study by Einstein et al. 2011)

http://www.serc.mb.ca/SP/WA/7
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Selected complications

• Obstetric complications
• Difficult to monitor labour, perform routine care

• Increased risk of episiotomy, perineal tears, obstructed labour, cesarean 
section, postpartum hemorrhage

• Increased risk of neonatal resuscitation

Enjeux  éthiques et légaux  dans les sociétés hôtes ?

• FGM constitute unlawful child abuse, and a violation of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which all countries 
except Somalia and the US have ratified. 
• Article 19 ‘‘measures to protect the child from all forms of physical 

or mental violence, injury or abuse,’’ 

• Article 24 protects ‘‘the right of the child to the enjoyment of the 
highest attainable standard of health,’’

• Article 24 requires abolition of ‘‘traditional practices prejudicial to 
the health of the child.’’

• Practice among immigrant communities resulted
• in the UK enactment of the Prohibition of Female Circumcision Act in 

1985 and specific Criminal

• Penal Code amendments in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden and several of the United States

• Since 1978, there have been at least 25 prosecutions under the 
French Penal Code, of providers of FGC and girls’ parents.

• European Conference on FGM
• FGM violation against women’s rights and must be abolished

• it is the highest duty of the government of each country to fight 
genital mutilation of girls

• France, Great Britain and Austria
• FGM is included in the criminal code as elements of crime 

• Germany and Switzerland
• FGM is only brought to trial as bodily injury

• Italian parliament passed a law prohibiting FGM in 2006
• Prevent, oppose and suppress practice of FGM as a violation of a 

person’s fundamental rights to physical and mental integrity and to the 
health of women and girls.

• Imprisonment: 4-12 yrs for practising FGM
• Increased if the victim is under-age

• Physicians practising FGM debarred for 3–10 years.

• Also punish citizens/residents who commit the offence abroad
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• Au Canada

• Bill C-27 assented to 25th April, 1997
• The 1993 criminal harassment provisions were amended by Bill C-

27, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (child prostitution, child sex 
tourism, criminal harassment and female genital mutilation)

• WHEREAS the Parliament of Canada has grave concerns regarding 
violence against women and children and, in particular, child 
prostitution, criminal harassment and female genital mutilation

• WHEREAS the Parliament of Canada has grave concerns regarding 
the practice of female genital mutilation and in particular where 
that practice involves children

• AND WHEREAS the Parliament of Canada believes that a clear 
statement that the criminal law of Canada applies to the practice of 
female genital mutilation will facilitate ongoing educational efforts 
in this area

Modification du Code criminel 

pour inclure la pratique de la 

mutilation génitale féminine au 

nombre des voies de fait graves 

en vertu du paragraphe 268 (3).

Position statement (2013)

“Female genital mutilation is never medically 
indicated.  Its practice in Canada is inexcusable…  
the SOGC recommends that physicians 
performing this procedure be reported to 
licensing bodies.  Women who have been 
subjected to the procedures should be treated 
with understanding and compassion and 
guidelines should be developed to assist 
physicians in dealing with these women during 
examinations and vaginal birth. ”
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Position statement (2013)

“Clinical 
Management of female 

genital mutilation must be 
handled with 

understanding and 
compassion.”

Selected Complications
Issue Of Chronic Vulvidinia … Accepted As Normal State

(Einstein Et Al., 2011)
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Comment comprendre une approche dite de 
réduction des méfaits ?

• Minimize health hazards associated with risky behaviors by 
encouraging safer alternatives;

• Culturally acceptable alternatives that bears the least amount of 
harm;

• Strong and consistent evidence that harm reduction strategies 
have substantial benefits for health of high-risk, marginalized and 
hard-to-reach populations (Paradis, 2008)

• Reinfibulation as a harm-reduction strategy ?(Cook & Dickens, 2010)

Comment comprendre une approche dite de 
réduction des méfaits ?

• FGM performed under hygienic and medically controlled:
• A lesser evil compared to the greater risk of severe complications?

• Less radical forms of cutting were to be promoted as a harm-reduction 
strategy?

• Medicalization, if implemented as a harm-reduction strategy, may be a 
sound and compassionate approach to improving women's health in 
settings where abandonment of the practice of “circumcision” is not 
immediately attainable

Comment comprendre une approche dite de 
réduction des méfaits ?

• Pays d’origine: 
• Safer alternatives or medicalization ?

• Nurses dispensing prophylactic antibiotics, anti-tetanus injections and 
sterile razors to girls who are later cut by traditional circumcisors

• Incorporation of training on aseptic procedures for genital cutting as 
part of training programs for traditional birth attendants

• Western-trained medical personnel is replacing traditional circumcisors

• 1996: US hospital considered performing symbolic circumcision for 
Somali immigrants who were willing to let this measure replace 
infibulation for their daughters
• plan was blocked by intense lobbying from anti-circumcision activists, as well 

as an outpouring of negative public opinion

• 1997: in the Netherlands, a Welfare, Health and Culture Ministry 
report recommended drawing a distinction between tissue-impairing 
circumcision and non-mutilating ritual incision, and proposed that 
doctors be allowed to perform an anaesthetized incision or pricking 
of the clitoral covering
• proposal drew a storm of protest, and was subsequently rejected
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Comment comprendre l'approche de ‘réduction des méfaits ‘dans le cas
de l’excision et de l’infibulation ?

• Minimize health hazards associated with risky behaviors by encouraging safer 

alternatives;

• Culturally acceptable alternatives that bears the least amount of harm;

• Strong and consistent evidence that harm reduction strategies have substantial 
benefits for health of high-risk, marginalized and hard-to-reach populations (Paradis, 

2008)

• Reinfibulation as a harm-reduction strategy ? (Cook & Dickens, 2010)

• European Conference on FGM

• FGM violation against women’s rights and must be abolished

• it is the highest duty of the government of each country to fight genital 
mutilation of girls

• France, Great Britain and Austria

• FGM is included in the criminal code as elements of crime 

• Germany and Switzerland

• FGM is only brought to trial as bodily injury
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A Human Rights Approach:  A Question of 
Appreciation of Each Other's Strengths and 

Capacities

Photo Used Under Flickr Creative Commons From: Urgobenz At Http://Www.Flickr.Com/Photos/47720826@N05/5020589508/Sizes/M/In/Photostream/

« la tâche politique réel dans une société comme 

la nôtre est de critiquer le fonctionnement des 

institutions qui semblent être à la fois neutre et 

indépendante et à attaquer de telle manière que la 

violence politique qui s'est toujours exercée 

obscurément à travers eux sera démasquée, de 

sorte que nous pourrons lutter contre eux. » 

(Traduction libre). 

(Michel Foucault, 2006, dans Madison, 2005, 2012 2ème

éd.)
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Positionality and shades ethnography

• Ethical responsibility : “responsabilité éthique”

• Resist domestication : “résister à la domestication”

• Knowledge is power : “la connaissance est le pouvoir”.

Critique : george w. Noblit, susana Y. Flores et enrique morillo
(2004)

(Madison, 2005)


